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U .S ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES H STORI C EXTRADI T1 ON GF OOCAI NE
KINGPIN AND 4 CRIM NAL ASSQO ATES FROM QURACAO TO NEW YORK

M CHAEL J. GARCIA, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and JOHN P. G LBRI DE, the Speci al
Agent in Charge of the New York Division of the United States
Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration (the “DEA’), announced today the
hi storic extradition of cocai ne kingpin JAVES YEZI D VALENCI A
RUGELES, a/k/a “Matador,” and four of his crimnal associates
from Curacao, the Netherlands Antilles, to New York, for their
all eged trafficking of $88 mllion worth of cocaine.

VALENCI A RUCGELES, along with MARI O ALBERTO VALENCI A,
JAMES JESUS VALENCI A MUNEVAR, OSCAR DI AZ MEJI A, and Xl OVARA DI AZ
MEJI A, arrived at Westchester County Airport Monday afternoon,
and were arraigned yesterday in United States Magistrate’ s Court
in Manhattan, where they were ordered held for an appearance this

Friday before United States D strict Judge ROBERT P. PATTERSON.



These extraditions arise fromthe first-ever joint
Curacao-U. S. investigation of a major drug organization in
hi story. Today’'s successful extraditions represent the
cul mnation of an international |aw enforcenent operation
conducted by the New York Drug Enforcenent Task Force, the DEA s
Carri bean Division, the Col onbi an National Police, and | aw
enforcenent agencies of the Netherlands Antilles.

The Indictnent alleges that JAVES YEZI D VALENCI A
RUGELES, along with his two sons, MARI O ALBERTO VALENCI A and
JAMES JESUS VALENCI A MUNEVAR, ran a massive cocai ne-snuggling
organi zation (the “Val encia Organi zation”) which received tons of
cocaine in Curacao, the Netherlands Antilles, which they then
transported northward to St. Maarten and ultimately to Puerto
Rico and the continental United States. According to the
I ndi ctment, the Val encia O ganization received its cocaine from
the northern coasts of Venezuel a and Col onbia via container ship
and hi gh- speed not or boat .

The Indictnent further alleges that, in order to
successfully inport narcotics into Curacao, the Val encia
Organi zation utilized corrupt |aw enforcenent officials to
provide security for its shipnments. It also relied on threats of
vi ol ence to induce the paynent of drug debts. During the course
of the investigation, |aw enforcenment officers seized
approxi mately 4,438 kil ograns of cocaine, worth nore than $88
mllion on New York City streets, fromthe Val encia Organi zati on

it was charged.



| f convicted, each defendant faces a maxi num sentence
of life in prison and a mandatory m ninumterm of 10 years’
i npri sonnent .

M. GARCI A praised the investigative efforts of the
DEA, the Korps Politie Curacao, the Recherché Samenwerki ng Team
t he Coast Guard of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, the
Curacao District Attorney’s Ofice, the Col onbi an Nati onal

Police, the New York State Police and the New York City Police
Departnent for their unprecedented cooperati on and coordi nation
inthis investigation. M. GARCI A al so thanked U. S. Custons and
Border Protection, an agency of the Departnent of Honel and
Security, for their assistance in airlifting the defendants from
Curacao to the Southern District of New York.

M. GARCI A stated: "This case represents a turning
point in bringing crimnals to justice in the United States, and
shoul d send an unanbi guous and powerful nessage to Col onbi an drug
traffickers who have been using Curacao and the Net herl ands
Antilles to conduct their drug business. The United States, the
Net herl ands Antilles and Col onbia are now all working together to
make sure that such crimnals will be caught, arrested, and
extradited to the United States for prosecution.”

M. G LBRIDE stated: “Individuals who traffic in
illegal narcotics endanger the lives and safety of the citizens

of New York. These individuals will be relentlessly investigated
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and brought to justice, by the nen and wonen of the DEA, and
United States Attorney’s O fices, where ever they conduct their
operations.”

Assi stant United States Attorneys NEIL M BAROFSKY and
KEVIN R PUVALOABKI are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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